
Credit Brandon

Brandon’s Soapbox: To best protect our clients and staff, we will 
continue limiting access to our offices thru March 12, 2021, at which 
time we will reevaluate the situation. Meetings and consultations will 
continue to be scheduled via videoconference or telephone. As always, 
our clients have 24/7 access to their records via our client portal.

2021 is proving to be another year of growth and success for Parks 
Zeigler. We recently placed a building under contract for our Chesapeake 
office and are in the process of reviewing our options for upgrading and 
redesigning the workspace to best suit our needs. We hope to be in 
the new location by late summer and look forward to unveiling our new 
workspace soon.  

We hope everyone is staying healthy and safe.

The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) 
permits a credit reporting agency to 
send your credit report to creditors, 
government authorities, landlords, 
employers, and others. It must have 
reason to believe the report was 
requested for valid use defined under 
the law. Anyone who uses or obtains 
a copy of your credit report under false 

pretenses may be subject to legal penalties. We recommend you 
review your credit report regularly to ensure its accuracy. You get 
one free report every year from each agency and can access the 
information from certain credit cards or services such as Credit 
Karma or Credit Sesame. Contact us if you see any unauthorized 
access to your credit or incorrect information is on your file.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about various issues. It is not intended to be legal advice. Every case is different.

 How Divorce Affects Your Estate Plan 

 The Importance of Mentorship

 KEES Travel
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Did You Know?
Pittsburgh is the only city where 
all three major sports teams (NFL 
Steelers, NHL Penguins, and MLB 
Pirates) proudly wear the same colors. 
The colors, Black and gold, are the 
same colors as Pittsburgh’s flag, 
which is based on the coat of arms of 
William Pitt, the 18th century British 
prime minister for whom the city is 
named. 



Simply put, divorce is a complicated process. Once involved 

in a divorce, a lot of time and energy is spent on separation 

agreements, divorce proceedings, child custody, and more. One 

item that is often overlooked is your estate plan. It’s important to 

learn how your estate plan will change based on your divorce so 

you can adjust accordingly and ensure your wishes are carried out.  

Your ex-spouse most likely is named in some capacity in your 

estate plan either as beneficiary, executor, and/or power of 

attorney. If you have a Trust and your ex-spouse is a trustee or 

beneficiary, you will need to modify the Trust. It is also important 

that you change the beneficiary on your retirement plans and 

insurance policies.  

How Virginia law impacts on your estate plan 

There are several ways Virginia law impacts your former spouse’s 

rights in a divorce. It’s imperative to note that Virginia law states 

that after a divorce, any disposition to a former spouse is revoked. 

Property passes to you as if your former spouse predeceased 

you. Additionally, your spouse’s appointment as executor, trustee, 

financial agent or health care agent in your estate plan is revoked. 

Automatically, your spouse loses power in your estate plan. 

Though that may take some weight off your shoulders, know that 

failure to update your estate plan could lead to some chaos in the 

event of your death.  

This lack of planning will cause confusion as to who will be the 

executor of your estate, especially if you haven’t listed a backup 

executor or trustee. If your original will leaves assets for your minor 

children to directly inherit, your former spouse could become the 

guardian of that estate until the minor child turns 18. They would 

control your child’s money until the child is of legal age. 

In Virginia law, your divorce extinguishes contingent property 

rights between you and your former spouse, like survivorship 

rights to your assets. If you and your spouse jointly own property 

or a home together with survivorship rights, your joint property 

becomes a tenant in common property after your divorce. This 

means that your heirs will inherit your interest in the property 

instead of your former spouse.  

Additionally, in a Virginia divorce, all revocable beneficiary 

designations are automatically revoked. Though this is Virginia 

law, federal law preempts this condition; the decision may be up 

to the retirement plan administrator to determine whether your 

former spouse still inherits anything from your estate plan.  

Building a new estate plan 

Your new will and estate plan should designate who will inherit 

your property and your custody wishes for your minor children 

in case you pass unexpectedly. The easiest way to revise your 

estate plan is to revoke your previous plan and build a new one 

from scratch. You can revoke your old will and estate plan by 

simply stating in your new plan that all old wills and plans are 

revoked, or you can burn or shred the documents.  

It’s important to note that not all divorces end with poor 

relationships between the two parties. You may still be friends 

with or trust your ex, especially with the lives of your minor 

children, if you have any. You may trust them on various matters 

and want them to remain included in your estate plan.  If so, it’s 

especially important to create a new estate plan that includes them 

and overrules the Virginia laws that otherwise revoke your old 

plan. Either way, it’s crucial that you connect with an experienced 

estate planning attorney, so you are guided in the right direction 

and your assets are protected for you and your minor children.  

HOW DIVORCE AFFECTS YOUR ESTATE PLAN

We value our clients and want you to come to us for any legal need you may have, no matter the type of case.  If it is in an area we do not 
practice,  we will refer you to a trusted colleague to take care of you as we would.  If you refer someone to us, we promise to answer his 
or her questions and provide first-rate, attentive service.  Thank you for your referrals and for continuing to come back to Parks Zeigler.

We welcome your referrals!

– Steve Jobs

“Have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. 
They somehow know what you truly want to become. ”



Travel is a luxury for many, especially in times like these. It’s important that when you make 

the decision to travel, you feel you’re investing in a positive time for you and your family. That 

can all be altered by a poor experience with a rental or hospitality management company. 

Headquartered in Newport News, KEES Travel is a vacation rental and hospitality management 

company. The company’s values are rooted in stress-

free vacations full of unique concierge services and 

signature amenities, all while prioritizing the quality of 

the properties for their owners. KEES is a different 

vacation rental company because they saw a gap in 

the timeshare rental market – there were no other vacation options other than weekly stays. 

This time frame doesn’t work for every family’s budget and time plan, which is what makes 

KEES Travel a great, affordable, local option for families who can only travel for a few days. 

It’s even stated on their website that “everyone deserves a vacation no matter the length.” 

The Outer Banks and the Massanutten Resort are some of KEES’ most popular vacation 

rental spots, but you can also book a vacation through KEES for Bella Vista, Destin, Key 

West, St. Simons Island, Ocean City, Branson, and Williamsburg. If you’re a property owner 

and you’re looking to use your property as a timeshare, KEES manages properties through 

Goodmanagement and can handle the processes that come along with renting your property. 

If you’re looking to book a getaway for your family or list your property as a timeshare, be sure 

to contact the KEES travel team at www.keestravel.com for more information. 

HOW DIVORCE AFFECTS YOUR ESTATE PLAN

Family Corner

Bourbon balls are a favorite of mine (Brandon). Start with bourbon infused pecans. I sprinkle salt, pepper, and cayenne pepper on 
the pecans and baked for 20 minutes. Once cooled, place in a mason jar and top with your favorite sipping bourbon. Let infuse for 
4-5 days. Once pecans are ready, beat ½ cup of butter with an electric mixer, gradually beat in 4 cups powdered sugar, then add in 
1 cup finely chopped pecans. Form 1-inch balls and place in the fridge until firm. Dip the pecan balls into melted semi-sweet choc-
olate, top with a whole pecan, and place back in refrigerator to set the chocolate. Enjoy one (or two) with your favorite night cap. 

Deb Dishes: 
When you are a busy parent, you like to find slow cooked family friendly recipes that you can quickly toss in a 
crock pot and leave for later. My daughter, Cara Achor, was searching for something tasty that would not take 
her long to prepare. She decided on Whiskey BBQ Pork and was glad she did. It’s very tasty, easy, and versatile 
allowing you to make several different meals with your BBQ. You will need 1/2 to 3/4 cup packed brown sugar, 1 
can (6oz) tomato paste, 1/3 cup BBQ sauce, 1/4 cup whiskey, 2 Tbsp. Liquid smoke, 2 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce, 
3 minced garlic cloves, 1/2 tsp. Chili powder, 1/2 tsp. Salt, 1/2 tsp. Pepper, 1/2 tsp. Hot pepper sauce, 1/4 tsp. 
ground cumin, 1 boneless pork shoulder butt roast (3-4 lbs.), and 1 medium quartered onion. In a bowl, mix first 12 
ingredients. Place pork roast and onion in a 5 qt. Slow cooker. Add sauce mixture. Cook, covered, on low until pork 
is tender, 6-8 hours. Remove roast and onion. Cool the pork and discard onion (optional). Shred pork and return to 
slow cooker and let heat through. Serve on buns, fries, nachos, or baked potatoes. See this recipe, along with many 
others we have added through the years, on our website at www.pzlaw.com/library/pz-family-cookbooks.cfm.

Chocolate Bourbon Balls

Ashley’s boys made tracks in the snow.

SMALL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
KEES TRAVEL

Melissa’s twin daughters with their new friend. 

Allison and her son enjoyed the snow.
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www.facebook.com/PZLaw

www.linkedin.com/in/pzlaw

www.twitter.com/ParksZeigler

www.pinterest.com/ParksZeigler

Visit our blog @ www.pzlaw.com/blog

Visit our website @ www.pzlaw.com
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Allison’s Adage: 

New address? New phone number? New Email? Help us stay current by letting us know. Call Deb at 757.453.7579 
or email her at dmontagna@pzlaw.com. If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter, please call Deb. Thanks!

The Importance of Mentorship

From the moment I started practicing in Virginia Beach, I was thrown into an infamous divorce matter that had already been going on for six years 
and continued for another nine years thereafter. The Honorable Frederick B. Lowe was the judge assigned to that matter.  Because the case was 
extremely contentious, we were in court almost every Friday on some type of motion.  Over the many years and countless Fridays, Judge Lowe 
and I got to know each other personally.  He became a friend and a mentor to me.  We would often chat after court (never about the case!) and 
he invited me to play golf with him and his bailiff several times on the weekends. He not only taught me a lot about being an attorney, he also 
gave me valuable golf tips that I try to remember each and every time I swing a golf club. Once the divorce case was finally over and Judge Lowe 
eventually retired, we still tried to get together several times a year. I even had the privilege of having him officiate my wedding in 2017. Sadly, 
Judge Lowe passed away this past December. His friendship and mentorship meant the world to me and not a day goes by that I am not thankful 
for the guidance he provided to me.  

My point in telling you all this is to emphasize the importance of being a mentor or having a mentor. Being a lawyer is not easy. There is a lot to know 
and many pitfalls to avoid.  If you are a new attorney and looking for guidance, consider finding a mentor.  Whether it is through a young lawyers’ 
association, a mentoring program, or a partner in your law firm. Having that connection, support and friendship can be so important, not only to your 
career but also to your personal life.  


